unconscious, but may be in a minimally conscious state, or have severe sensory deficits (Andrews et al. 1996) .
But what makes this PVS diagnosis so lethal is that it is used as a criterion-every dayto justify killing patients, as it was in Terri's situation. Imagine a diagnosis that is being used as a gauge to kill our most vulnerable is close to having a 50 percent error rate.
Aside from the fact that the word itself, "vegetative," dehumanizes a person, we are using PVS as a reason to kill our brain injured and countless others which has a misdiagnosis rate that basically comes down to a flip of the coin.
The other part of this equation is the redefining medically assisted nutrition and hydration (food and water via a feeding tube), once considered basic and ordinary care, is now recognized as "artificial nutrition and hydration"-and therefore a form of "medical treatment."
As a result, a person now has the right to refuse this "medical treatment" either for themselves or for others, which is often based on "best interest" scenarios.
Tragically, denying the disabled food and water has become a routine part of medicine that only becomes an issue when family members disagree, as in the case of Terri. There are a growing number of physicians who are making quality of life judgments that support dehydrating patients and are permitted to do so because food and water via a feeding tube is now determined to be medical treatment.
Although there are no statistics available to indicate exactly how many persons are being starved and dehydrated to death because a "loved one" does not feel like taking on the "burden" of caring for these individuals, it is safe to say that dehydrating the disabled is happening at an alarming rate every day in our country.
In fact, if you believe Michael Schiavo's attorney, an euthanasia promoter, he has admitted that denying food and hydration is a widely practiced procedure.
How have we sunk so far to become so anesthetized and disconnected from the value and dignity of our medically vulnerable, that dehydrating these individuals to death has become about as common as buying a loaf of bread?
If there is any chance to end this madness, it would be to immediately stop using PVS as the reason to kill the brain injured. It would also be very helpful to do away with the term "persistent vegetative state," which does nothing but degrade the intrinsic dignity of the person. As an alternative, the term "state of minimal consciousness" can be used in the hopes of promoting compassion toward these individuals.
Equally important is to understand that medically assisted nutrition and hydration is "basic and ordinary care."
Someone once said that when your life becomes difficult, change your life, not your morals. Sadly, faced with difficult life choices today, too many have accepted blithe assurances from the bioethics movement that immoral actions are merely "medical ethics." 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
Bobby Schindler is the Executive Director of the Terri Schiavo Life & Hope Network that works to protect our medically vulnerable.
